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To amend the Law relating to the Office of Coroner, and the 
Expenses of Inquests, in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words and Figures printed in Italics are proposed to 
be inserted in the Committee.] 



it is expedient to amend the laws now in 
force in Ireland relating to the Election, Qualification and 
Payment of Coroners, and to the Proceedings at Coroners’ Inquests, 
and to the payment of Expenses at such Inquests : And whereas it 
5 is expedient that the several Acts and parts of Acts hereinafter 
mentioned relating to the several matters and things aforesaid, 
should he repealed ; « therefore GcnatteD, by The QUEEN’s 

most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
T0 Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT 
from and after the passing of this Act , the several Acts, and 
parts of Acts hereinafter mentioned, specified and set forth, 
shall cease and determine, and ‘shall (only as far as is herein- 
after excepted and provided for) be repealed; (that is to say) 
j 5 an Act passed in the first year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to repeal an 
Act passed in the Fiftieth Year of the Reign of his late Majesty, 
for regulating the Fees of Coroners in Ireland upon holding 
Inquisitions, and to make other Provisions for that Purpose an 
2o Act passed in the third year of his said late Majesty, intituled, 
“ An Act to regulate the Qualification of Persons holding the Office 
of Coroner in Ireland so much of an Act passed in the fourth 
year of his said late Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the 
Amount of Presentments by Grand Juries for Payment of the Public 
070. a Officers 



Preamble. 



Repeal of 
former Acts. 



1 G. 4, e. 28, 
repealed. 



3 G. 4, c. 115, 
repealed. 

4 G. 4, e. 43, 
repealed in 
part. 
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5 G. A, c. 93, 
repealed in 
part. 



<3 G. 4, c. 52, 
repealed in 



10 G. 4, c. 37, 
repealed. 



6 & 7 W. A, 
c. 116, re- 
pealed, as to 
Sects. 97, 98, 
99, 100. 



7 W. 4, c. 2, 
s. 6, repealed. 



Officers of the several Counties in Ireland,” as relates to the payment 
of Coroners ; so much of an Act passed in the fifth year of his said 
late Majesty, intituled, “An Act to amend the Acts of the last 
Session of Parliament, relating to Presentments by Grand Juries 
for Payment of the Salaries of Public Officers of the several Counties 
in Ireland,” as relates to the payment of Coroners ; so much of an 
Act passed in the sixth year of his said late Majesty, intituled, “ An 
Act to amend an Act of the last Session of Parliament, for amend- 
ing former Acts relating to Presentments by Grand J uries for Pay- 
ment of the Salaries of Treasurers and Public Officers of the several 
Counties in Ireland,” as relates to the payment of Coroners; an Act 
passed in the tenth year of his said late Majesty, intituled, “ An 
Act to amend the Laws relating to Coroners in Ireland so much of 
an Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of his late 
Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “An Act to consoli- 
date and amend the Laws relating to the Presentment of Public 
Money by Grand Juries in Ireland,” as relates to the payment of 
Coroners ; so much of an Act passed in the seventh year of his said 
late Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to amend an Act passed in the 
Seventh Year of his present Majesty, for consolidating and amending 
the Laws relating to the Presentment of Public Money by Grand 
Juries in Ireland,” as relates to the payment of medical witnesses 
at inquests, held by and before Justices of the Peace ; and the said 
several hereinbefore recited Acts and parts of Acts are hereby 
repealed accordingly, save and except so far as the said Acts or 
parts of Acts respectively, or any of them, repeal the whole or any 
part of an) r other Act or Acts ; and save and except as to all matters 
or things done or performed before the passing of this Act, which 
shall be valid as if this Act had not been passed. 
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Sessions to 
divide Coun- 
ties into 
Districts ; 



And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace for any county, 30 
riding or division shall, at some one of their general or quarter 
sessions holden after the passing of this Act, and before the First 
day of January in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hun- 
dred and Forty-five, and may from time to time thereafter, as 
occasion shall require, at any general or quarter sessions, divide 35 
their respective counties, ridings or divisions into such convenient 
districts as to the majority of such Justices, in such sessions so 
assembled, shall seem best calculated to carry the purposes of this 
Act into effect, according to the number of County Coroners in 
each county, riding or division respectively, and with a due regard 40 
to the extent of the population, to the hazardous nature of the pre- 
vailing employments in the respective parts of each county, riding 
or division, and to the size of such districts ; and the said Justices, 
so assembled as aforesaid, shall affix to each of such districts the 



name 
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name of some principal and convenient parish, township or place 
within the same ; and they shall fix and determine some principal 
place within each such district at which the court for the election 
of Coroner for such district shall be holden ; and shall also fix and 
5 determine one or more polling-place or places in each and every 
barony comprised within such district at which the poll at such 
election shall be taken ; and they shall cause a list to be prepared 
by the Clerk of the Peace for their respective counties, ridings or 
divisions, containing the names of the several baronies, parishes, 
10 townships or hundreds or parts of baronies, parishes, townships or 
hundreds, as the case may be, in each and every of the several dis- 
tricts into which their respective counties, ridings or divisions shall 
be divided under the authority of this Act. 



and to fix the 
place for hold- 
ing Court for 
the Election 
of Coroner in 
each District, 
and Polling- 

S ’aces in each 
arony ; 
and cause 
Clerk of the 
Peace to pre- 
pare List, 
stating the 
names of 
Baronies, 
Parishes, &c. 
comprised 
within each 
District. 



And he it Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace for each county, The Q^ ev of 
15 riding or division respectively shall lodge or cause to be lodged ^ J^ ccs 

with the Clerk of the Grand Jury for each such county, riding Places to be 
, _ J laid before 

or division, Fifteen clear Days, at least, before the Grand Jury for next Grand 
such county, riding or division shall assemble, a copy of the approval of 
order made by the Justices at the aforesaid general or quarter same " 

20 sessions, for dividing their county, riding or division into districts 
as aforesaid, and also a copy of the list containing the names of 
the several baronies, parishes, townships or hundreds, or parts of 
baronies, parishes, townships or hundreds, as the case may he, 
comprised in each and every of the districts into which such 
25 county, riding or division shall, by and under the authority of this 
Act, have been divided, and shall specify in such list the place 
within each such district at which the said Justices shall have 
appointed the court for the election of Coroner for such district 
to be holden, and shall also specify tlic place or places in each 
30 barony, which the said Justices shall have fixed and determined 
as the polling-places for every such barony comprised within 
such district ; and the Clerk of the Grand Jury shall permit 
the copy of the said order and the copy of the said list to be in- 
spected and examined in his office by any elector of the county, 

35 riding or division, or by any Coroner of such county, riding 
or division, at all times between the hours of Ten of the clock in 
the forenoon and Four of the clock in the afternoon of each and 
every day after he shall have received the same ; and he shall 
suffer and allow any such elector or Coroner as aforesaid to make 
40 such extracts from the said copies as he or they shall think fit, 
without any fee or reward whatsoever for the same ; and the Clerk 
of the Grand Jury shall lay the copy of such order and the copy of 
such list before the Grand Jury for such county, riding or division 
which shall next assemble ; and the said Grand Jury shall take the 
370. a 2 said 
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said order and the said list into consideration, and shall and may, if 
they shall deem it right so to do, alter and amend same; and the said 
order and the said list, or the said amended order and the said amended 
list, shall, when approved of by the said Grand Jury, be signed 
by the foreman thereof, and be kept and preserved among the 5 
records of such county, riding or division ; and the Clerk of the 
Peace for such county, riding or division shall, within Fifteen Days 
from the receipt of the copy of such order or such list, or of such 
amended order or amended list, signed by the foreman of the 
Grand Jury as aforesad, give or send a true copy thereof, certified 10 
and signed by him to each and every Coroner within the county 
wherein such district shall be situate. 



4 - 

Order for 
Division of 
County, 
Hiding, &c. 
into Districts 
to be valid 
after Publica- 
tion thereof. 



And be it Enacted, That when any Grand Jury shall have approved 
of such order for dividing their respective county, riding or division 
into districts as aforesaid, and of the list containing the names of 15 
the several baronies, parishes, townships or hundreds, or parts oF 
baronies, parishes, townships or hundreds, as the case may be, to be 
comprised within each of such districts, they shall cause a copy of 
the said order and a copy of the said list to be inserted Three times in 
some one of the county or other local newspapers which shall have 20 
the widest circulation therein, or in case there shall not be any such 
county or other local newspapers, then a copy of the said order and 
of the said list shall be inserted Three times in the Dublin Gazette ; 
and from and after the publication thereof as afoi’esaid, each 
such county, riding or division shall be and be deemed to be 25 
divided into districts for all the purposes of this Act, but not 
otherwise. 



Appointment And be it Enacted, That that every such Grand Jury so assembled 
Coroncrato as a f° resa ’d, shall appoint one of the persons who shall then hold 

Districts. the office of Coroner of their respective counties, ridings or divi- 30 

sious, to be the Coroner of and for one of each of the districts to 
be formed under the authority of this Act ; and that every County 
Coroner elected or chosen previously to the passing of this Act shall 
be appointed, so far as may be practicable and convenient, to that 
district within which he shall have theretofore acted ; and that upon 35 
the death or removal of any such Coroner his successor shall be 
elected to the office of Coroner, and shall exercise the said office 
according to the provisions of this Act: Provided always, That 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend 
to or affect the residence of any County Coroner who shall have 
been elected previously to the passing of this Act. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That all isolated or detached parts of coun- 
ties, ridings or divisions in Ireland shall, for the purposes of this 
Act, be considered as forming a part of the county, riding or divi- 
sion respectively whereby such isolated or detached parts shall or 
^ may be wholly surrounded ; but if any such isolated or detached 
part shall be surrounded by Two or more counties, ridings or divi- 
sions* then as forming a part of that county, riding or division 
with which such isolated or detached part shall have the largest 
common boundary. 

10 And be it Enacted, That from and after the time when any 
county, riding or division shall have been divided into districts as 
aforesaid, every election of a Coroner for any such district shall be 
held at the place within the district fixed and determined as afore- 
said by the Grand Jury ; and every person to be so elected shall 
15 be chosen by the majority of those who, in right of any property 
situated within such district, shall at the time of such election be. 
qualified to vote at the election of Coroner for the county, riding 
or division wherein such district shall be situate. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the -passing of this Act 
20 no person shall be permitted to vote at any election for the office 
of Coroner for any county, riding or division or district thereof, 
unless such person shall, at the time when he claims so to vote, be 
qualified by law to vote at an election lor a Knight of the Shire 
to serve in Parliament for such county ; and every person qualified 
25 as aforesaid to vote for a Knight of the Shire shall be qualified to 
vote at any election for the office of Coroner for such county, riding 
or division, or district thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That for more conveniently taking the poll 
at all elections of Coroners under the authority of this Act, the 
30 poll for the election of Coroner in each district shall, besides the 
place, appointed for holding the Court for such election, be taken 
at such other places in each barony comprised within the same 
district as shall have been fixed and determined by the Grand J ury 
as aforesaid. 

35 And be it Enacted, That from and after the division of any 
county, riding or division as aforesaid into Coroners districts, upon 
every election to be made of any Coroner for any district of the 
same, the Sheriff' of the county wherein such election shall be 
made shall hold a Court for such election at the place fixed and 
40 determined by the Grand Jury for this purpose as aforesaid, on 
some day to be by him appointed, which day shall not be less than 
Seven Days, nor more than Fourteen Days, after the receipt of the 
Writ de Coronatore eligendo ; and in case the said election be not 
then and there determined upon the view, with the consent, of the 

370. a 3 electors 
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view, then electors there present, but that a poll shall be demanded for deter- 

to proceed to 1 r 

take a Poll, mination thereof, then the said Sheriff, or in his absence his Under- 
sheriff, shall adjourn the said court to Eight of the clock in the fore- 
noon of the next day but one, unless such next day but one shall he 
Saturday or Sunday, and then to the Monday following ; and then 5 
the said Sheriff, or in his absence the Under-sheriff, with such 
others as shall be deputed by him, shall then and there proceed 

Duration of to take the said poll ; and such polling shall continue for Two Days 
only, for Might Hours in each day, and no poll shall be opened 
before Eight of the clock in the forenoon, or kept open later than 10 
Four of the clock in the afternoon of either of the said days. 



Sheriff to And be it Enacted, That at every contested election of a Coroner 

•rect Polling- . 

booths. tor any district of any county, riding or division, the Sheriff or 
his Under-sheriff shall, if required by or on behalf of any can- 
didate, at any time before or during the election, and if not so 15 
required, may, if it shall appear to him expedient, cause a booth 
or booths to be erected for taking the poll at the court or prin- 
cipal place of election, and also at each of the polling-places within 
the district hereinbefore appointed as aforesaid, and shall cause to 
be affixed on the most conspicuous part of each of the said booths 20 
the names of the several parishes, townships and places for which 
N o Voter t° such booth is respectively allotted ; and no person shall be admitted 

poll out of 1 i • • 

the District to vote at any such election m respect of any property situated in 
Property lies. an y parish, township or place, except at the booth so allotted for 

such parish, township or place ; and if no booth shall be allotted 25 
for the same, then at any of the booths for the barony or part of 
a barony wherein such property shall be situate. 

12. 

Additional And be it Enacted, That the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, as afore- 
booths’may sa ^> s ^ a ^» if required by any candidate, or by any person duly 
atthe°cx- ed autilorize(1 and appointed to act on his behalf, cause the said booths, 30 
pense Of party or any of them, to be so divided and arranged into compartments, 
same. ° that not more than One hundred Electors shall be allotted to poll in 
each such booth or compartment: Provided always, That such 
candidate, or the person acting on behalf of such candidate, making 
such requisition shall pay all expenses incident upon such division 35 
or arrangement. 

13. 

Poll Clerks to And be it Enacted, That for the more due and orderly proceed- 

ISd E™. 84 “S in the said P° u > the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, as afore- 
said, shall appoint such number of Clerks as to him shall seem 
meet and convenient for the taking thereof, which Clerks shall 4° 
take the said poll in the presence of the said Sheriff or his Under- 
sheriff, or such person as he shall depute ; and before they begin 
to take the said poll, every Clerk so appointed by the said Sheriff or his 
Under-sheriff, as aforesaid, shall be sworn truly and indifferently to 
take the said poll, and to set down the names of each elector, and 

the 
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the place of his residence, and for whom he shall poll, and to poll 
no elector who is not sworn, if required to be sworn by any candi- 
date, or by any person acting on his behalf as aforesaid ; and which 
oaths of the said Clerks the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff is 
j hereby empowered to administer ; and the Sheriff, or in his absence 
his Under-sheriff, as aforesaid, shall appoint foT each candidate such 
one person as shall be nominated to him by such candidate, or by 
the person acting on his behalf as aforesaid, to be Inspector of 
every Clerk who shall be appointed for taking the poll ; and every 
jo elector, before he is admitted to poll at such election, shall, if re- 
quired by or on behalf of any candidate, first take the oath herein- 
after mentioned ; which oath the said Sheriff, by himself or his 
Under-sheriff, or such sworn Clerk by him appointed for taking 
the said poll as aforesaid, shall have authority to administer ; (that 
15 is to say) 

“ I, A. B., do swear [or affirm, as the case may be] that I 
am a registered elector of the county of in 

right of my property [state its nature, whether it be an estate 
of inheritance, freehold, leasehold, or of any other nature], con- 
20 sisting of situate and being in the townland 

of in the parish of in the barony 

of that the place of my abode is at 

[and if it be a place consisting of more streets or 
places than one, specify what street or place], and that I have 
25 not been polled before at this election ; [adding, except in cases 
of solemn affirmation,] 

“ So help me GOD.” 

And be it Enacted, That the said Poll-clerks shall, at the close of 
the poll, enclose and seal their several poll-books, and shall publicly 
) 3° deliver them, so enclosed and sealed, to the Sheriff or his Under- 
J sheriff, or to the person deputed’ by him as aforesaid, presiding at 

( such poll, who shall give a receipt for the same ; and every such 

) person so deputed as aforesaid, who shall have received any such 
, poll -books, shall forthwith deliver or transmit the same, so enclosed 

f>5 and sealed, to the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, who shall receive and 
keep all the poll-books unopened until the reassembling of the 
court on the day next but one after the close of the poll, unless such 
next day but one shall be Sunday, and then on the Monday follow- 
ing, when he shall openly break the seals thereon, and cast up the 
4° number of votes as they appear on the said several books, and shall 
openly declare the state of the poll, and shall make proclamation of 
the person chosen, not earlier than Ten of the clock in the forenoon, 
nor later than Two of the clock in the afternoon of the said day . 

And be it Enacted, That all the reasonable costs, charges and 
expenses which the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, or other 
370 * a 4 person 
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Candidate 
shall deliver 
to Sheriff a 
correct state- 
ment of the 
Property 
whereby he 
means to 
qualify. 



person so deputed by him as aforesaid, shall expend or be liable to 
in and about the providing of poll-books, booths (except as aforesaid) 
and Clerks (such Clerks not to be paid more than One Guinea each 
per diem), for the purpose of taking- the poll at any such election, 
shall be borne, sustained and paid by the several candidates at such £ 
election, in equal proportions. 

And be it Enacted, That if, after the passing of this Act, at any 
election of a Coroner for any county, riding or division or district 
thereof, there shall be Two or more candidates for the said office of 
Coroner, every such candidate shall. One Day at the least before he 10 
shall be put in nomination as a candidate for the said office, deliver 
to the Sheriff, or in his absence to his Under-sheriff, a statement in 
writing, containing a full and correct account of the nature and 
quality, name, situation or other description of the property then in 
his possession and enjoyment, from, out of or by reason of which he 15 
is qualified as hereinafter mentioned to be elected and chosen, and 
to hold the said office of Coroner ; and the Sheriff or his Under- 
sheriff, as aforesaid, shall permit and allow such statement to be 
inspected and examined by any candidate or elector as aforesaid, 
at all reasonable times before and during such election ; and if any 20 
such candidate shall fail to deliver or to cause to be delivered such 
statement as aforesaid to the said Sheriff or his said Under-sheriff, 
the said Sheriff or his said Under-sheriff shall not permit or suffer 
such candidate to be put in nomination ; and if the said Sheriff or 
his said Under-sheriff shall be called upon by anv candidate or 25 
any elector so to do, he shall require any such person who shall be 
a candidate for the office of Coroner at any such election to take 
the oath in the Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed (which oath the 
said Sheriff or his said Under-sheriff is hereby empowered to 
administer), as to the nature, name, situation and sufficiency as 30 
aforesaid of the property in right of which he is qualified, to be 
elected or chosen as Coroner for such county, riding or division, or 
for any district thereof ; and if such candidate shall refuse or neglect 
to make such oath when called upon by the said Sheriff or his said 
Under-sheriff so' to do, the said Sheriff or his said Under-sheriff, or 35? 
person deputed by him as aforesaid, as the case may be, shall not 
permit or suffer such candidate to be put in nomination, nor shall 
he receive or suffer to be received any votes which shall or may be 
tendered to him for such candidate until such candidate shall have 
taken such oath. 41) 



No Fee to be 
given for ad- 
ministering 
the Oath. 



And be it Enacted, That no fee or reward shall be given or 
accepted by any person for the administering of the said oath. 



18. 

Nothing here- 
in contained 
to alter the 



And be it Enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend 
or be construed to extend to affect or alter the mode whereby 

Coroners 
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Coroners for counties or cities, of counties of towns, or other mode of elect- 
ing Coroners 

boroughs in Ireland, are at present chosen or elected. for Cities or 

other 

Boroughs. 

And be it Enacted, That where any Coroner or Coroners shall, by xg. 
virtue of anv law, custom or usage now in force in Ireland, have Jurie , s 

“ ° ot Cities and 

5 been elected or chosen for any county of a city, county of a town Towns to 
or other borough, the Grand Jury acting in or for such county of B into Districts, 
city, county of a town or other borough shall and may, when they 
shall next assemble after the passing of this Act, or on any future 
occasion, divide such city, town or other borough into such conve- 
10 nient districts as to the majority of such Grand Jury shall seem best, 
according to the number of Coroners in such city, town or borough, 
and with a due regard to the nature of the prevailing employments 
in the respective parts of such city, town or borough, to the extent of 
the population therein, and to the size of such districts ; and they 
15 shall affix some distinctive and appropriate name to each district ; 
and they shall cause a correct list of the several wards, parishes and 
streets comprised within each district to be made out by the Clerk of 
the Peace acting in or for such city, town or borough ; and the fore- 
man of such Grand Jury, so assembled as aforesaid, shall sign 
20 the order for such division and such list ; which said order and 
the said list shall be preserved among the records of such city, town 
or other borough ; and the said Clerk of the Peace shall, within 
Fifteen Days after the receipt of such order and of such list, signed by 
the foreman, as aforesaid, deliver or cause to be delivered to each and 
25 every Coroner for such city, town or other borough a copy, signed 
and certified by him to be a true and correct copy, of such order and 
such list ; and the said Grand Jury shall also cause a copy of the said 
order for the division into districts, as aforesaid, of their respective 
city, town or other borough, and also a copy of the said list, con- 
30 taining the names of the several wards, parishes and streets, or 
portions and parts of wards, parishes or streets, comprised within 
each such district of such city, town or other borough, to be 
inserted Three times in some newspaper which shall circulate widely 0rder for 

therein, or if there be none such, then to be inserted Three times in division int0 

Districts to 

35 the Dublin Gazette; and such order for the division of such city, be published 
town or other borough into districts, as aforesaid, shall, from and papers, 
after the publication thereof, as aforesaid, be and be deemed to be 
of full force and effect, but not otherwise. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Grand Jury so assembled as prcsenfcoro- 
•4° aforesaid shall appoint one of the persons who shall then hold the "pointed to 
office of Coroner of their respective county of a city, county of a *f®j^ stricts 
town or other borough, to be the Coroner of and for one of each spective 
of the districts so to be formed un$er the authority of this Act; andBoroughs. 
and every such Coroner shall be appointed, as far as may be prac- 
370, B ticable 



tinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



V 



21 . 

Qualification 
of Coroner. 



22 . 

Two Justices 
of the Peace 
for the 
County, &c.. 
County of a 
City, &c., for 
which any 
Coroner is 
elected may 
complain to 
Grand Jury 
of his having 
lost his quali- 
fication. 



( 10 ) 

ticable and convenient, to that district within, which he shall have 
theretofore acted : Provided always, That nothing herein contained 
shall extend or be construed to extend to or affect the residence of 
any such Coroner who shall have been elected or chosen previously 
to the passing of this Act 5 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
no person shall be elected or chosen to the office of Coroner for 
any county, riding or division or district thereof, or for any county 
of a city, county of a town or other borough, or for any^ district 
thereof, who shall not, at the time of being* so elected or chosen, i o 
be seised, to and for his own use and benefit, of some estate 
of inheritance, of the clear annual value of Fifty Pounds ster- 
ling over and above all charges and encumbrances that may 
affect the same, or of an estate of freehold for his own life, or 
for the life or lives of some other person or persons, either at 15 
law or in equit} r , of the clear yearly value of One hundred Pounds 
sterling, over and above all charges and encumbrances which may 
affect the same, of or in lands, tenements or hereditaments, situate 
within the county, riding or division, county of a city, county of 
a town or borough, for which or for any district of which he shall 20 
he so elected or chosen as aforesaid ; and in case any person shall 
be elected or chosen to serve the office of Coroner in Ireland from 
and after the passing of this Act, who shall not, at the time of 
his being so elected or chosen, be seised of or entitled to such an 
estate in lands, tenements or hereditaments as is hereinbefore 25 
required, such election shall be null and void. 

And be it Enacted, That if it shall appear to any Two or more 
Justices of the Peace for any county, riding or division, or for any 
county of a city, county of a town or other borough, for which, or 
for any district of which, any Coroner shall be elected or chosen 30 
under the provisions of this Act, that such Coroner has lost or en- 
cumbered his property, so as not to be then in the possession and 
enjoyment of such an estate as is hereby required to qualify him 
to be elected and chosen as aforesaid, the said Justices shall give, 
to such Coroner, or cause to be left at the residence of such 35 
Coroner, Fifteen clear Days at least before the next ensuing assizes 
for such county, riding or division, or for such county of a 
citv, town or other borough, a notice in writing, to be signed 
by them, stating that it is their intention to complain to the 
Grand Jury which shall next assemble for such county, riding 40 
or division, city, town or other borough, that such Coroner has lost 
or encumbered his estate, so as not to be then qualified in respect of 
property to hold or continue to hold the said office of Coroner ; and 
if the said Justices of the Peace shall lodge a complaint in writing 

before 
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before the Grand Jury which shall next assemble for such county, 
riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or other bo- 
rough, as the case may be, that such Coroner has, since his having 
been so elected or chosen, lost or encumbered his property, so as not 
5 to be then seised or possessed of such an estate of inheritance or free- 
hold, and of such clear yearly value as aforesaid, it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the foreman of such Grand Jury to issue a summons 
requiring such Coroner to appear before the said Grand Jury, and to 
examine such Coroner upon oath (which oath the foreman of such 
10 Grand Jury is hereby empowered to administer), and to ascertain if 
such Coroner shall then be seised and possessed of such an estate of in- 
heritance or freehold as aforesaid, and of the clear yearly value afore- 
said ; and if it shall appear to the said Grand Jury that the said Coroner 
shall have lost or encumbered his property, so as not to be then in pos- 
15 session of some estate of inheritance or freehold as aforesaid, within 
the county, city, town or borough for which, or for some district of 
which, he shall have been so elected or chosen Coroner, of the clear 
yearly value of Fifty Pounds sterling, or of One hundred Pounds ster- 
ling, as the case may be ; or if such Coroner, upon proof that such 
20 summons as aforesaid had been duly served upon him, or left at his 
usual place of residence, shall neglect or fail to attend the said 
Grand Jury ; or if such Coroner shall refuse to be sworn, or to 
answer any question which may be put to him touching his said 
qualification ; then and in every such case it shall be lawful for the 
25 said Grand Jury to prepare, or cause to be prepared, a Memorial 
to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, detailing such facts concerning 
the want of qualification by such Coroner as shall appear to such 
Grand Jury to be true and correct; and the foreman of such 
Grand Jury shall sign and certify the same, and shall direct that 
30 such Memorial shall forthwith be delivered to the said Lord Chan- 
cellor ; and the said Lord Chancellor of Ireland shall, upon the 
receipt thereof, in case he shall be satisfied, from the statements 
contained in such Memorial, that the said Coroner was not then 
seised and possessed of such an estate as would have qualified him 
35 to be elected under the provisions of this Act, declare the office 
of such Coroner to be vacated, and order a writ to be issued for the 
election of a Coroner for such county, riding or division or district 
thereof, or for such county of a city, county of a town or other 
borough or district thereof, as the case may be, to or for which 
40 such Coroner may have been elected or chosen; and it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the said Lord Chancellor, in case 
he shall deem it right and necessary so to do, and that the 
said Coroner prays the same, to cause an inquiry to be instituted 
as to the fact whether such Coroner was at the time of the said 
notice as aforesaid, and then is, seised and possessed of such 
an estate within his county, city, town or borough, as the case 
37 °- b 2 may 
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may be, as is required by the provisions of this Act ; and upon 
receiving proof that such Coroner was not then, and still is not, in 
the possession and enjoyment of such an estate as aforesaid, the said 
Lord Chancellor shall declare the office of such Coroner to be vacated, 
and shall direct a writ to be issued for the election of a Coroner in 5 
his place and stead. 

23. 

Coroner to And be it Enacted, That every person who, from and after the 
Ms District passing of this Act, shall be elected or chosen to serve the office of 
Emoluments Coroner in Ireland, shall reside within the county, riding or 

division or district thereof, or within the county of a city, county of 10 
a town or borough or district thereof, as the case may be, to and 
for which he shall be elected or chosen Coroner ; and in case any 
such Coroner shall neglect or fail to reside within such county, 
riding or division, city, town or borough or district thereof as 
aforesaid, he shall forfeit and lose all right and claim to the fees 15 
and emoluments hereinafter provided for the payment of Coroners 
in Ireland, so long as he shall so fail or neglect to reside within 
such county, riding or division, city, town or borough or district 
thereof as aforesaid, for which he shall have been so elected and 
chosen. 20 



€lcrks of the And be it Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace for every county, 
reace to send. r jdi n p- or division, and the Clerk of the Peace acting in or for any 
Jurors^ book county of a city, county of a town or other borough in Ireland, shall, 
of each Dis- as soon as any Coroner shall have been appointed, elected or chosen 

to and for any district to be formed under the authority of this Act, 25 
make out and deliver, or cause to be made out and delivered, to such 
Coroner a true and correct copy, to be signed and certified by him, 
of such portion or part of the jurors’ book of such county, riding or 
division, city, town or other borough, for the year, as shall contain 
the names of all persons qualified to serve as jurors for that dis- 3° 
trict of such county, riding or division, city, town or borough, to 
and for which such Coroner shall be appointed, elected or chosen 
as aforesaid, and shall, in like manner, whenever and as often as 
any new jurors’ book shall be formed for such county, riding or 
division, city, town or borough, make out and deliver, or cause to 35 
be made out and delivered, to the Coroner for the district a true 
and correct copy of such portion thereof as shall contain the names 
of the jurors of such district. 



And be it Enacted, That when any dead body shall be found, or 
when any case of sudden death, or of death attended with suspicious 40 
of sudden circumstances shall occur, in any district, the Constable or Sub- 
sent to Coro- constables acting in and for the place where such body shall be found 
riue^Sum^ 111 or suc ^ death happen, shall as soon as possible give or cause to be 
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given to the Coroner of such district notice thereof, together 
with such information as he or they shall have been able to obtain 
touching the finding of such body or such death ; and the said 
Coroner shall, upon the receipt of such notice and information, if 
5 he shall deem it necessary to hold an inquest upon such dead body, 
issue summonses for a sufficient number of the jurors whose names 
shall be contained in the jurors’ book of such district for that year, 
and who shall reside next or nearest to the place where such in- 
quest is to be liolden, to attend and be sworn as jurors upon such 
10 inquest, at the place and time specified in such summons; and 
the said Coroner shall also issue a summons for each and every 
such witness as he shall deem necessary, to attend such inquest at 
the time and place therein specified, for the purpose of giving evi- 
dence relative to such dead body, and he shall deliver or cause to be 
15 delivered all such summonses to the Constable or some one of the 
Sub-constables acting in and for the place where such inquest is to 
be held, who shall forthwith proceed to serve same upon the jurors 
and witnesses therein mentioned. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
20 every Coroner by or before whom any inquest post mortem shall 
be taken, shall and he is hereby required to make out an abstract 
of the inquisition and finding of the jury, together with the names 
of the jurors, in any such inquest, and shall also state in such 
abstract the names of all the witnesses who shall have been 
25 examined at such inquest, and all material facts deposed to by such 
witnesses ; and shall annex thereto an account of all orders for 
money signed and given by him as hereinafter mentioned, for 
or on account of any such inquest, or to or for or on account 
of any witness or witnesses who shall have attended same ; and 
30 also an account of the number of miles which he shall have 
been compelled to travel from his place of residence in order to 
hold such inquest, and of the number of hours or days during 
which such inquest shall have continued, and the several adjourn- 
ments thereof, if any ; and shall certify such abstract and account 
35 to be true and correct in all particulars, and shall sign same, and 
shall lodge such abstract and account with the Clerk of the Peace 
of the county, riding or division, or the Clerk of the Peace acting 
in or for any county of a city, county of a town or other 
borough, as the case may be, for which, or for any district of which, 
40 he is the Coroner, Ten clear Days at least before the assembling of 
the Grand Jury for such county, riding or division, city, town or 
borough as aforesaid ; and the said Clerk of the Peace shall per- 
mit and suffer such abstract and account to be inspected and 
examined by any rate-payer of such county, riding or division, 
370 - b 3 city, 
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city, town or borough, who shall apply to him for same, at all 
hours, between Ten of the clock of the forenoon and Four of the 
clock of the afternoon during the said Ten Days ; and the said 
Clerk of the Peace shall lay same before the Grand Jury of or 
for such county, riding or division, city, town or borough which 5 
shall next assemble as aforesaid; and the said Grand Jury shall 
examine such abstracts and accounts, and shall and may, if they 
Coroner to be shall deem it necessary, examine the said Coroner upon oath 
the 3 accuracy (which oath the foreman of the Grand Jury is hereby empowered 
ces^ry! lfnC to administer), as to the truth and correctness of all or any of the 10 
statements or items contained in such abstracts or accoimts, or as 
to the belief which such Coroner may at the time of holding any 
such inquest have entertained of the necessity for holding the 
same ; and the said abstracts and accounts shall, when approved of 
by the said Grand Jury, be signed by the foreman, and lodged 15 
and preserved among the other records of the county, riding or 
division, city, town or other borough as aforesaid. 



27- 

Grand Jury 
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for the pay- 
ment of 
Coroner Two 
Pounds per 
Inquest, and 
Nine -pence 
per Mile ; 



such payment 
not to exceed 
Fifty Pounds 
at any As- 
sizes. 

Provision for 
Milcagewhen 
more than 
One Inquest 
per Day. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the Grand Jury of any county, riding or division, when they shall 
have examined and approved of such abstracts and accounts as 20 
aforesaid, to present for the payment and remuneration of every 
Coroner within such county, riding or division, a sum not exceed- 
ing Two Pounds sterling for each and every inquest held by him 
respectively since the preceding assizes, or since the date of his last 
application for a presentment ; and shall also present, in addition 25 
thereto, and over and above such fees and remuneration, such 
further and other sum, at the rate of Nine-pence per mile for every 
mile which such Coroner shall or may have been obliged to travel 
from bis place of residence in order to hold any such inquest, as 
to such Grand Jury shall seem fit : Provided always, That it shall 30 
not be lawful for any Grand Jury as aforesaid to present, for the 
payment and remuneration of any Coroner, any larger amount or 
sum than Fifty Pounds sterling at any assizes : Provided also, That 
whenever any Coroner shall have held more than One inquest on the 
same day, then, in respect of every such inquest taken after the first, 35 
the said sum of Nine-pence per mile shall be computed and paid to 
every such Coroner for every additional mile only which he shall 
be compelled to travel in consequence of holding more than One 
inquest on the same day. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 40 
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ana approved of such abstracts and accounts as aforesaid, to present shmll^s per 
for the payment and remuneration of every Coroner within such Muest ; 
city, town or borough, the sum of Twenty Shillings sterling for 
each and every inquest held by him respectively since the last 
5 assizes or presenting term, or since the date of his last application 

for a presentment : Provided always, That no Grand Jury as afore- not to exceed 
said shall present for the payment and remuneration of any Coroner atany^s^ S 
any larger amount or sum than Fifty Pounds sterling at any assizes seiaLgVcnii. 
or presenting term. 

29. 

10 And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Grand Grand Jury 
Jury of any county, riding or division, and for the Grand Jury tL^Trea- 0 

acting in or for any county of a city, county of a town or other ETsliiall 

borough, at any assizes or presenting term, to present to and for 
the Treasurer of such countv, riding or division, city, town or nesses, &c. at 

... J , “ Inquests ; 

15 borough, such sum or sums as shall be sufficient and necessary to Treasurer to 

pay and discharge all such orders for the payment of witnesses and pay Same ‘ 
other persons (save as hereinafter mentioned) upon such Treasurer, 
as any Coroner, or any Two Magistrates during his absence, shall 
have given to any witness or other person, since the last assizes 
20 or presenting term ; and the said Treasurer, out of the public 
monies of such county, riding or division, county of a city, county 
of a town or other borough, as the case may be, which shall 

then be in his hands, or shall next come to his hands, shall pay 

and discharge the said sum or sums contained in such orders 
25 to the several witnesses or other persons as aforesaid, specified in 

said orders ; and it shall be lawful to and for the Grand Jury of Grand Jury 
any county, riding or division, and for the Grand Jury acting in ExpeiSsof 10 
or for any county of a city, county of a town or other borough, 

to direct and order that all such sums of money necessary for levied off of 
. - any particular 

3 ° the payment and remuneration of any such Coroner, or of the District, 

other expenses incident to the holding of such inquests as afore- Ward.' ° r 
said, or such part and proportion thereof as to them shall seem 
meet and right, shall be raised and levied off the whole of such 
county, riding or division, city, town or borough, or off such dis- 
35 trict or barony or ward thereof, as the case may be, as they shall 
appoint. 

30. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any Coroner shall deem it Coroner to 

, . summon as 

necessary to hold any inquest, and shall summon any medical medical Wit- 

witness to attend same, he shall in all cases summon the phy- nearestDis- " 
4 ° sician or surgeon attached to some dispensary or infirmary within or 

his district, who shall reside nearest to the place where such Surgeon, if 

• - . duly quali- 

mquest is to be taken (except during the illness or absence of fied; 
such physician or surgeon, or for some other good cause), and 
37 °* b 4 who 
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who shall be a licentiate or member of some College of Physicians 
and to state or Surgeons in Great Britain or Ireland; and in case any Coroner 
Itaqnisitkm ° shall summon any medical witness other than such dispensary or 
infirmary physician or surgeon as aforesaid, such Coroner shall 
3 m Wit- state ’ > n the al)Stract °f the proceedings of such inquest, the true j 
ness. cause why such medical witness was so summoned by him ; and 

if Grand Jury jf ^] ie Grand Jury, before whom the abstract and accounts of 
stated invalid, every such inquest are to be brought as aforesaid, shall consider 
present for* 01 the reason or reasons assigned by such Coroner in such abstract, 
such Witness. ^ having- summoned such physician or surgeon other than and 10 
different from the dispensary physician or surgeon as aforesaid, 
insufficient or invalid, it shall and may be lawful for such Grand 
Jury to refuse to make any presentment for the payment of 
such physician or surgeon, or for or on account of any certificate 
regarding such physician or surgeon, which such Coroner may 15 
have attached or annexed to such abstract and accounts as herein- 
after mentioned. 

Payment of And be it Enacted, That for payment and remuneration of every 
ness! CalWlt " medical witness who, having been summoned by the Coroner to 

attend at any inquest, shall attend same, and, pursuant to the direc- 20 
tions which he shall receive from such Coroner, shall examine any 
Ordinary d ea d. body, and give evidence upon the inquest taken thereon, it shall 

examination J , . . , , 

of dead body be lawful for the said Coroner and he is hereby empowered to sign 
One Guinea. i ssue to such medical witness, upon obtaining his receipt for 

same, an order upon the Treasurer of the county, riding or division, 25 
county of a city, county of a town or borough, as the case may be, 
for the sum of One Guinea and no more, for such attendance, exa- 
mination and evidence as aforesaid; and if it should appear neces- 
sary to such Coroner that a post-mortem examination should be 
made by any such medical witness, it shall be lawful for such 30 
Post mortem Coroner to order and direct that such post-mortem examination 
Tw^G^hieas. shall take place, and such Coroner shall and may in like manner 
sign and issue to such medical witness for every such post-mortem 
examination and evidence an order upon such Treasurer as afore- 
said for the further sum of One Guinea, upon obtaining a like 35 
receipt ; but in no case shall any Coroner sign or issue to or for 
any medical witness, for or on account of any one inquest, any order 
Iu case of for any greater sum than the sum of Two Guineas ; and in case the 
Coroner phall said Coroner shall order and direct that an analysis of any matter 
hi? Attract? or thing of or concerning the said dead body shall be made by any 40 
such medical witness, and for which analysis he shall think such 
medical witness entitled to and deserving of a higher and larger 
remuneration than as aforesaid, he shall annex a certificate, to 
he signed by liim, of such his opinion, and of the facts relating 

to 
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to such analysis, to the abstract and accounts of such inquest as 
aforesaid ; which certificate, together with the said abstract and 
accounts, shall be laid before the Grand Jury of the county, riding 
or division, county of a city, town or other borough, which shall 
5 next assemble ; and if the said Grand Jury shall be of opinion that 

the sum ordered to be paid by any such Coroner to such medical disposed, P re- 
„ , , „ . , , sent 1 wo 

witness is, in consequence oi the loss ot time, labour or expense Guineas more 

incurred by such medical witness in and about such inquest, inade- Ana ' 

quate and insufficient to remunerate him for same, it shall be 
10 lawful for such Grand Jury to present any sum of money, not 
exceeding the sum of Two Guineas per inquest, as an additional 
and further remuneration for such medical witness ; and such 
additional and further sum or remuneration shall be paid by the 
Treasurer of such county, riding or division, city, town or other 
15 borough, in like manner, and shall and may be raised and levied in 
like manner as the sums already presented by any such Grand 
Jury. 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, 
whenever information of any dead body having been found, or 
of any sudden death, or death attended with suspicious circum- 
stances having occurred, shall be given to any Coroner, and he 
shall consider it necessary to hold an inquest upon same, it shall 
and may be lawful for such Coroner to order and direct that such 
dead body shall be brought to the nearest tavern, public-house, 
or house licensed for the sale of groceries or spirits, or where there 
shall not be any such house within a reasonable distance of the 
place where such dead body shall lie, then to the house next ad- 
joining or most convenient to such place ; and the owner or occupier 
of such tavern, public or other licensed house, or of such private 
house as aforesaid, shall and he is hereby required to permit 
and allow such dead body to be deposited within the same, or within 
some part of the premises thereof, until the inquest shall have taken 
place ; and if such owner or occupier as aforesaid shall refuse or 
neglect to permit such dead body to be deposited within the said 
35 house or some part of the said premises, it shall be lawful for the 
said Coroner to impose such fine, not exceeding the sum of Forty 
Shillings , upon such owner or occupier for such refusal or neglect, 
as to such Coroner shall seem fit. 



32 . 
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33. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for every c™«r n»jy 
ao Coroner who shall hold any inquest under the authority of this Act for payment 
to si<ra and issue to any witness or other person, who, having been " c 
summoned by him, shall attend and be examined at such inquest, Vm™* 
or shall do and perform any matter or thing relating to such inquest 
in pursuance of the order or direction of such Coroner, or to the f„ „»«. 

Q owner 
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owner or occupier of any private house as aforesaid (the same not 
being related to or connected with the deceased) who shall afford 
the accommodation for the deposit of such dead body, or for the 
holding such inquest, an order upon the Treasurer of the county, 
riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or borough, 5 
as the case may be, for any sum or sums of money, not exceeding 
the sum contained in the Schedule (B.) to this Act annexed, as to such 
Coroner shall seem just and reasonable, upon obtaining from such 
witness or other person a proper voucher or receipt, duly signed, 
for such payment ; and the said Coroner shall preserve and keep 10 
all such vouchers and receipts, and shall transmit same, together 
with the abstract and accounts to be by him made out of each and 
every inquest as aforesaid, to the Clerk of the Peace acting in or 
for the county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a town 
or borough, as the case may be, for which he is Coroner. , r 

34 - 

Coroner may And be it Enacted, That when any Coroner shall, as aforesaid, 

one Jurors or J 

Witnesses for have summoned or caused to be summoned any person whose name 

non-attend- i ,1 • . 

anceatin- snail appear upon the jurors book of the district to attend as a 

srrt i uror ’ ° r El, all lla, ' e summoned any person to attend as a witness 
StocLk I,ptm an y inquest, and such person shall fail or neglect to attend 30 
oftlie Peace, at the time and place specified in such summons, it shall be lawful 
for such Coroner to cause such person to be openly called in liis 
court Three times to appear and serve as a juror, or to appear and 
give evidence on such inquest, and upon the non-appearance of 
such person, and proof that such summons had been served upon 25 
him or left at his usual place of abode, to impose such fine upon the 
person so making default, not exceeding the sum of Forty Shillings, 
as to such Coroner shall seem fit ; and every such Coroner shall 
make out and sign a certificate, containing the Christian and sur- 
name, the residence and trade or calling of every such person so 30 
making default, and likewise of every person refusing to admit any 
dead body into his house or premises as hereinbefore mentioned, 
together with the amount of the fine imposed, and the cause of such 
fine, and shall transmit such certificate to the Clerk of the Peace 
acting in or for the county, riding or division, city, town or borough 35 
or place in which such person shall reside, on or before the First 
day of the Quarter Session of the Peace then next ensuing; and 
shall cause a copy of such certificate to be served upon the person 
so fined, by having it left at his residence Three clear Days at the 
least before the First day of the said next Quarter Session of the 40 
Peace ; and every such Clerk of the Peace shall copy the fine or 
fines so certified on the roll on which all fines and forfeitures 
imposed at such Quarter Session of the Peace shall be copied, and 
the same shall be estreated, levied and applied in like manner, and 
subject to the like powers, provisions and penalties, in all respects 
as if such fine or fines had been imposed at such Quarter Session : 

Provided 
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Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to affect any power now by law vested in any Coroner for com- 
pelling any person to appear as juror, or to appear and give 
evidence before him on any inquest or other proceeding, or for 
3 punishing any person for contempt of court in not so appearing 
as juror, or in not so appearing and giving evidence, or other- 
wise. 

35 - 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, Coroner not 

\ J J , to act profes- 

in all cases in which any person shall be charged by any Coroner s sionallyin 
10 inquisition with the commission of any crime, and shall be subse- 

quentlv put upon his trial, either on such inquisition, or in pursuance {^ o e r “^ as 
of any bill of indictment for the same crime, the Coroner before Coroner, 
whom such inquisition shall have been found shall be wholly incom- 
petent to act as an attorney in prosecution or defence of such person 
15 for such crime, either by himself or his partner (directly or indi- 
rectly) ; and that in all cases in which it shall appear to the Judge 
before whom such person shall be tried that any Coroner shall 
have so acted contrary to the provisions and intention of this Act, 
such Judge shall impose upon every Coroner so offending such 
20 penalty, not exceeding Fifty Pounds , as the said Judge shall in his 
discretion think fit. 

And be it Enacted, That every Coroner elected, chosen or ap- Coroner, 
pointed under the authority of this Act, although such Coroner may *iect°eTfor a 
be designated as the Coroner for any particular district of a county, District, to be 

0 . . . . . . , .... . J a Coroner of 

25 riding or division, city, town or borough, shall tor all purposes the County 
whatsoever, except as hereinafter mentioned, be considered as a larged at 
Coroner for the whole of such county, riding or division, city, 
town or borough, and shall have the same jurisdiction, rights, 
powers and authorities throughout the said county, riding or divi- 
3o sion, city, town or borough, as if he had been elected by the free- 
holders of such county, riding or division, city, town or borough 
at large. 

37 - 

And be it Enacted, That every Coroner for any county, riding or Coroner to 
division, or district thereof, or for any city, town or borough, or any orivi^thc 3 * 3 
35 district thereof, after he shall, in pursuance of the provisions of this ^ichheU 

Act, have been appointed to or elected or chosen by the electors of assigned, ex- 

. . ceptincertain 

any particular district, shall, except during the illness, incapacity coses, 
or unavoidable absence of any Coroner for any other district, or 
during a vacancy in the office of Coroner for any other district, 

40 hold inquests only within the district to or for which he shall have 
been so appointed or elected : Provided always, That the Coroner 
who shall hold any inquest in any other district save that to and 
for which he shall have been appointed or elected as aforesaid, 

370. D shall, 
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shall, in the abstract and accounts of such inquest as aforesaid, 
certify the cause of his attendance at and holding of such inquest, 
which certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the illness, incapacity 
or unavoidable absence as aforesaid of the Coroner in whose place 
and stead he shall so attend, or of there being a vacancy in the 5 
office of Coroner for the district in which such inquest shall be 
holden. 



All Orders bv And be it Enacted, That every order or direction which, by and 
unc * er tlie authority of this Act, any Coroner, or any Two Magis- 
trates acting for and in the absence of any Coroner, shall make 10 
them ; and issue, shall be made and issued in writing, and shall be signed 
and sealed by such Coroner or such Magistrates; and any order or 
direction which any Coroner, or any Magistrates acting for and in 
the absence of such Coroner as aforesaid, shall make or issue, and 
of no force which shall not be in writing and signed and sealed as aforesaid, ^ 

0 ‘ shall be of no force or effect whatever, nor shall any person be 

subject to or visited with any fine or other punishment for disobe- 
dience thereof. 



Grand Jury And be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the Grand Jury 
fo°r Coroner' 111 of any county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a town 
gltyotneg- or other borough, to present any sum of money for payment of the 
fees or emoluments of any Coroner, if such Coroner shall appear to 
them to have been guilty of neglect of duty in not attending to take 
any inquest ; nor shall it be lawful for any Grand Jury to present 
any sum of money for the remuneration of any Coroner, for or in 
respect of any inquest, other than such as shall have been held 
since the then last preceding assizes or presenting term ; any thing 
in this Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 



nor for any 
Inquest, ex- 
cept taken 
since last 



25 



40. 

Coroner may 
be removed 
by r Judg-e of 
Assize for 
extortion, 
neglect, &e. 



41 - 

In the ab- 
sence of 
Coroner,T\vo 
Magistrates 
may hold 
Inquest ; 



shall sum- 
mon Jurors 
andWitnesses 



And be it Enacted, That if any Coroner in Ireland shall, from 
and after the passing of this Act, be lawfully convicted of any g 0 
extortion or wilful neglect of duty or misdemeanor in his office, it 
shall be lawful for any Judge of Assize before whom he shall he so 
convicted, to adjudge that he shall be removed from his office, and 
thereupon a writ shall issue, removing him from his office, and for 
electing another Coroner in his stead. 

35 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any Two 
Magistrates, who, in the absence of the Coroner for any county, 
riding or division, or any district thereof, or for any county of a 
city, county of a town or other borough, or any district thereof, 
shall hold any inquest relative to the death of any person, to sum- 
mon such jurors and such medical and other witnesses to attend at 

such 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




437 



( 21 ) 

such inquest, and to impose such fines for neglect, in like manner in like man- 
as any Coroner is empowered to do under the provisions of this ner f* C ° r °~ 
Act; and also to sign and issue to such medical and other witnesses and grant 
summoned and examined before them, and to the owner or Treasurer 
3 occupier of any private house (the same not being related to or oi££!£ aeat 
connected with the deceased) wherein such dead body shall j^ednie* 0 
have been deposited, or wherein such inquest shall have been held, 
and to any person or persons who shall do and perform any matter 
or thing relating to such inquest in pursuance of the order and 
io directions of such Magistrates, an order upon the Treasurer of the 
county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or 
borough, as the case may be, for such sum or sums of money, not ex- 
ceeding the amount contained in the Schedule (B.) hereunto annexed, 
as to them shall seem just and reasonable : Provided always, That and observe 
15 such Magistrates shall in every thing that relates to the holding of r^^sST 
such inquest, to the summoning of any medical witness, and to ^^nim 13 
the making and delivery to the Clerk of the Peace of the county, lapsed upon 
riding or division, city, town or borough, as the case may be, of 
the abstract of such inquest, observe and follow the directions and 
20 rules hereinbefore prescribed and laid down for all Coroners ; and 
shall, in case they shall have summoned any medical witness to 
attend at any inquest, other than the dispensary or infirmary 
physician or surgeon as aforesaid, residing nearest to the place where 
such inquest shall have been taken, state in the said abstract of such 
25 inquest the true cause why they shall have summoned such witness. 

And be it Enacted, That if any elector or other person shall Punishment 
wilfully and falsely take any oath or affirmation appointed by the of per ^ ury ' 
authority of this Act to be taken, or if an}' person shall corruptly 
procure or suborn any freeholder or other person wilfully and falselv 
30 to take any oath or affirmation hereby appointed to be taken for the 
purpose of such person being polled at any election of a Coroner, 
and he or they shall be convicted thereof, he or they shall for every 
such offence incur such pains and penalties as are by law inflicted 
on persons guilty of Perjury or subornation of Perjury. 

35 AND whereas it is expedient to make provisions for supporting inquisitions, 
Coroners’ inquisitions, and for preventing the same from being ^^cdon 1 ** 

quashed on account of technical defects ; BE it therefore Enacted, account of 
2 . oi „ 7 . , . . . . technical dc- 

That from and after the passing of this Act, no inquisition found fects. 

upon or by any Coroner’s inquest, nor any judgment recorded upon 
40 or by virtue of any such inquisition, shall be quashed, stayed or 
reversed for want of the averment therein of any matter unnecessary 
to be proved ; nor for the omission of the words “ with force and 
arms,” or of the words “against the peace,” or of the words 
“ against the form of the Statute nor for the omission or insertion 
370. d 2 of 
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of any other words or expressions of mere form or surplusage ; nor 
for the insertion of the words “ upon their oath,” instead of the 
words “ upon their oaths nor for omitting to state the time at 
which the offence was committed, when time is not the essence of 
the offence ; nor for stating the time imperfectly ; nor because any per- 5 
son or persons mentioned in any such inquisition is or are designated 
by a name of office or other descriptive appellation, instead of his, 
her or their proper name or names; nor by reason of the non-in- 
sertion of the names of the jurors in the body of any such in- 
quisition, or of any difference in the spelling of the names of any i 0 
of the jurors in the body of any such inquisition, and the names 
subscribed thereto; nor because any juror or jurors shall have set 
his or their mark or marks to any such inquisition, instead of sub- 
scribing his or their name or names thereto ; nor because any such 
mark or marks is or are unattested, provided the name or names of 15 
such juror or jurors is or are set forth ; nor because, any juror or 
jurors has or have signed his or their Christian name or names by 
means of an initial or partial signature only, and not at full length ; 
nor because of any erasures or interlineations appearing in any such 
inquisition, unless the same shall be proved to have been made 20 
therein after the same was signed ; nor for want of a proper name, 
where the inquest shall appear or purport to have been taken by a 
Coroner of or for the county, riding or division, city, town or bo- 
rough or place in which it shall appear or purport to have been 
taken ; nor (except only in cases of murder or manslaughter) for or 25 
by reason of any such inquisition not being duly sealed or written 
upon parchment ; nor because the Coroner and jury did not all view 
the body at one and the same instant, provided they all viewed the 
body at the first sitting of the inquest ; and in all or any of such 
cases of technical defect as are hereinbefore mentioned, it shall be 30 
lawful for any Judge of either of Her Majesty’s Courts in Dublin, 
or any Judge of Assize or Gaol Delivery, if he shall so think fit, upon 
the occasion of any such inquisition being called in question before 
him, to order the same to be amended in any of the respects afore- 
said, and the same shall forthwith be amended accordingly. 35 



44 - 

Coroners to 
make returns 
of Inquests to 
Lord Lieute- 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, 
every Coroner elected, chosen or appointed in Ireland shall, on or 
before the Tenth day of January in every year, make out and 
transmit to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland a return in writing, 
according to such form as the said Lord Lieutenant shall from time 40 
to time direct, of all the cases in which he shall have been called 
upon to hold an inquest touching the cause of death of any person 
during the year ending on the Thirty-first day of December imme- 
diately preceding, and a copy of the finding of the jury on every 
such inquest. 
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And be it Enacted, That in this Act, the word “Oath” shall in interj>reta- 
all cases be construed and interpreted to signify and include all 
affirmations which may now by law be made and tendered by or 
to any person or persons in Ireland. 

46. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by Sessional 
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 



d 3 SCHEDULES 
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SCHEDULES 



Referred to in the foregoing ACT. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 

FORM of Oath to be taken by Candidates at any Election for the 
Office of Coroner. 

I, A. B., do swear [or affirm], That I truly and bona fide have, to and for my own 
use and benefit, such an estate of inheritance of the annual value of Fifty Pounds 
sterling [or, of freehold for my own life, or for the life of , or for the lives 

of , of the annual value of One hundred Pounds sterling, as the case 

may be], in law or equity, as I have described in the statement thereof delivered by 
me to the Sheriff [or, Under-sheriff|] of , of and in lands, tenements or here- 

ditaments, over and above all charges and encumbrances that may affect the same, and 
as doth qualify me to be elected and chosen to serve the office of Coroner for the county 
of [riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or borough, or 

any district thereof, as the case may be], according to the tenor and meaning of an 
Act passed in the year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 

to amend the Law relating to the office of Coroner, and the expenses of Inquests in 
Ireland,” and that my said lands, tenements or hereditaments are lying and being at 
[if in a street in any city, town or borough, specify what street], 
in the parish of in the barony of or ward of as 

the case may be], and county of [county of a city, county of a town or borough, 

as the case may be] aforesaid. 

So help me GOD. 



SCHEDULE (B.) 



TABLE of Payments which any Coroner, or any Two Magistrates in his absence, 
may make to any Witness or other person who, being summoned, shall attend and 
give Evidence at any Inquest, or shall do any other act or thing in obedience to 
the Summons and Order of such Coroner, or of such Two Magistrates as aforesaid. 



To any poor witness of the class of peasant or labourer, for each day of 
attendance at. an inquest, any sum not exceeding per diem 
To any poor witness of the class of farmer, artisan or mechanic, for each 
day’s attendance at an inquest, any sum not exceeding per diem 
To the owner or occupier of any private house wherein any dead body 
shall by a Coroner’s order be deposited, if such owner or occupier be 
not related to or connected with the deceased, any sum not exceeding 
per diem ---------- 

To the owner or occupier of any private house who shall afford accom- 
modation to the Coroner (or to any two Magistrates during his absence), 
jurors and witnesses for the holding of an inquest therein, in case 
such owner or occupier shall not be related to or connected with the 
deceased, any sum not exceeding per diem - 
To the person or persons who shall, pursuant to an order from any Coroner, 
or of any two Magistrates during his absence, disinter and afterwards 
bury any dead body --------- 

To any medical man who, in pursuance of the summons and order of 
any Coroner, or of two Magistrates in his absence, shall attend and 
examine any dead body, and give evidence as a witness at any inquest 
held thereupon, the sum of - -- -- -- - 

To any medical man who, in obedience to the order of any Coroner, or of 
two Magistrates in his absence, shall make any post mortem examina- 
tion of any dead body, the further sum of - 



£. s. d. 
-13 
-26 



-26 



- 3 O' 

- 5 - 



11 - 
1 1 - 
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